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Yesterday

Central Police Station with Victoria Prison and the Magistracy together are one of 
the oldest heritage compounds in Hong Kong imbued with rich Victorian, Edwardian 
and Oriental architectural styles. 

The oldest structure within the compound is the police barrack block built in 1864. A 
storey was later added to the block in 1905. The three-storey building was 
constructed adjacent to Victoria Prison. The Magistracy dates to 1914. The Police 
Headquarters Block facing Hollywood Road was constructed in 1919. Subsequently 
in 1925, the two-storey Stable Block was constructed at the north-west end of the 
parade ground and later used as an armoury. 

The Central Police Station (traditional Chinese: ) is located at the eastern 
end of Hollywood Road, in Central, Hong Kong.
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Today

Central Police Station Compound has been declared a Monument.

The three-storey Barrack Block, Victoria Prison, Central Magistracy, Central Police 
Station HQ have formed four icons as part of the colonial administration of Justice 
for over a hundred years. 

The buildings of the former Central Police Station Compound  (CPS) were declared 
monuments in 1995 under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance (Cap 53). Once 
a building has been declared as a monument or a proposed monument, the building 
is legally protected and no person shall undertake building or other works on it 
without a permit granted by the Authority under section 6 of the A&M Ordinance.

Not all heritage buildings can be adapted into other uses. The selection of an 
appropriate  re-use needs careful consideration to limit any possible conflict 
between preserving the heritage value and upgrading the building to current  code 
standards to make it suitable for the new use.Through adaptive re-use, a heritage 
building can be rejuvenated in terms of both physical and economic values such as 
the Western Market. 

 The CPS project is supported by The Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust and is 
intended to transform a collection of historically significant buildings into a centre 
of heritage, arts and leisure facilities for the local community and visitors. The  
Hong Kong Jockey Club’s Trust agreed to make HK$1.8 billion capital available to 
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renovate the century old buildings compound with a view to transform the buildings 
into a heritage landmark.

Three well known international architectural companies have been appointed. 
Purcell Miller Triton and Rocco Design to oversee the conservation revitalisation 
project of the sixteen old buildings covering 13,600 sq.m site.  Herzog & de Meuron 
are to design two new exciting and modern buildings to be constructed.

Arup Engineers was appointed as the project engineering consultant with J Roger 
Preston being responsible for the building services.

Architects and engineers are among the most fortunate of men since they build 
their own monuments with public consent, public approval and often public money.
– John Prebble.

We shape our buildings, thereafter they shape us.
– Winston Churchill

Tai Kwun Revitalisation Challenge 

“No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if otherwise, then both the 
new maketh a rent, and the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the 
old.”- The Bible.

Generally, most of the heritage old buildings their design and facilities do not 
comply with current building safety, health standards and statutory requirements. A 
degree of alterations and additions usually requires new facilities to be installed or 
if the buildings are to be adapted for re-use other than their original use. 

Architects & Engineers Alchemy At Work
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See the  Complex in Morphosis
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Tomorrow

Engineers like to solve problems. If there are no problems handily available, they    
will create their own problems.
 
- Scott Adams
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