Ho Kom Tong Hall
Ho Kom Tong Hall is a historic building situated at Mid Levels,
Central Hong Kong.
The Hall was built in 1914. It was named after the former owner
of the Mansion, Ho Kom Tong, who was a younger brother of
the prominent philanthropist Sir Robert Ho Tung. The Ho family
was the first Chinese family permitted to live in the Mid Levels
in the early colonial period.
Ho Kom Tong like his elder brother Sir Robert Ho Tung before
him, was a compradore of Jardine Matheson. The firm had
once dominated the opium trade and whose director, William
Jardine, had been instrumental in the British Parliament
launching the Opium War against China. The firm had given up
opium in the 1860s due to its declining profitability but before
Ho Kom Tong became involved with the firm.

The Architecture
The facade of the top two floors is supported by Greek-style granite columns surrounding
the curved balconies of the three-storey premises. Inside there are two flights of staircases, one at the front for use by the Ho's family and the one at the back for ‘mui tsai’ or
young maids. Being a typical Edwardian classical building, Ho Kom Tong Hall is among the
few surviving structures in Hong Kong, dating back to the early 20th century.

Purchase by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
In 1960, the Church purchased the building. The Church used the Hall for worship
services and other local Church activities as well as for administration of its Asia area
humanitarian, building and other programs. As a result of Church growth, locally and
throughout Asia over the last four decades, the Church’s headquarters moved out of Ho
Kom Tong Hall to a larger new 14-story building in Wanchai, Hong Kong.
The stained-glass windows, veranda, wall tiles and staircase
railings are all preserved. It was accorded a status Grade II
historic building in 1990 by the Antiquities Advisory Board.
The Church had no longer use for the building and was looking to
sell the property. It soon became apparent that a vacant lot would
yield a far higher amount than if the property were sold intact, and
the Church considered demolishing the building. In October 2002,
the Church submitted an application for a demolition permit to the
Building Authority. However, after hearing concerns raised in the
community, and a series of negotiations with the Hong Kong
Government, Church officials reached a consensus in selling the
property intact and preserving the building.
The Government completed the purchase in 2004. Efforts began
immediately to covert the 92-year-old historic mansion into a museum honoring the
Chinese revolutionary Dr. Sun Yat-Sen.

Relationship between Dr. Sun and Kom Tong Hall
Dr Sun may not have visited Ho Kom Tong Hall, but he was related to Ho Kom Tong, the
original owner of the premises, in one way or another. Both were born in 1866 and were
graduates of the Central School, the present Queen's College, in 1886.
Being schoolmates, Dr Sun and Ho Kom Tong were acquaintances. Ho's elder brother, Sir
Robert Ho Tung, rendered support towards Dr Sun's revolutionary
activities.
When Dr Sun left Shanghai for Guangzhou via Hong Kong, he called at
Ho Tung's house on 18 February 1923.
Two days later, Dr Sun was accompanied by Ho
Tung to Loke Yew Hall at the University of Hong
Kong, where he was received by the
representatives of the University, including Ho Sai
Kim, son of Ho Tung and Chairman of the University's student union.
Ho Sai Kim sat beside Dr Sun while a group photograph was taken
after the function. Sun Yat-sun’s family below.

The Dr. Sun Yat Sun Museum
The retrofitted Hall has been made compatible with the Sun Yat-sen Historical Trail in its
vicinity and lets the general public reminisce the activities of Dr Sun and his revolutionary
comrades in their heyday.
The converted museum was officially opened on 12 December 2006.

